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Thie Cakrmibdan city of Cartaoena works (ts magic
with enchanting Spanish Colonial architecture, cultural
richas, and a sophisticated international erohwd

o witlle the sultry streets of Cortagenn de Indias, the
vibrant Caribbean port on Colombia's northern const, is
1o feed 2 Gabriel Garcia Margues novel come o life. The
6t centurywalled conlon o UNESCO World Heritage
Site, i dense with Shoerbet-huaed Bpa ish Colaninl baildings, thain
carved-wood balegaies erupting in codeades of flaming hougnin
willen The Birague domes of the Cothedyal of St Cotherine of

Alexandria and the San Pedro Chver édureh rise above the cinv's




narrow lanes like Meapolitan confections.
Woenen dressed in ruffled skirts of red,
blue, and vellow—the cobors of Colombia’s
flagr—goll fresh fruit from baskets perched
atop their turbemed heads, Traditional
musiciang and dancers take 1o the shady
palm-filled FMlaza de Bolivar, fianked by the
whitewashed Palacio de Ia Inquisicion,
housing the Museo Histdrico de
Cartagens de Indias, on one end and an
autpost of Bogotd's gold-thermed Museo
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Fram fopr Cartagena's
Bencagrands beach.
Wara, the ttallan
restaurant at the
Teherassi Hotel + Spa_
A Prult wendor oS-
cuirvsidd b Their cobors of
this Coloembian flag.

del Do Zemd on the other, “Thereis o
real sense of romance and mystery here”
pays Colombian-born, Sew York-hased
designer Richard Mishasn, whe main:
tains a Cartagena residence and has over-
seen several projects in the area, “Te%s seill
authentic and pure.”

Cartapeneros invariably use one word
i describe the city's inefttshle charms:
=Magic.” says Chiqui Echavarris, & social
fixture known for hoesting swanky parties
at her home in the centra Ristdron
Fashion designer Silvia Teherassi, who
piwns the srylich Teberassi Hotel + Spa,
agrees. “[t's magical, with a fecling of
old-fashioned Caribhean glamour” For
decades, though, the city languished like
the rest of Colombia. Violent conflicts
among narcotraffickers and Mandst
guerrillas caused nervous Colombians to

meve abroad, and it's only in the past few
years that the ourists have arrived, Moda
Operandl founder Lauren Santo
Diomdnga recalks the city's ambience at
the time of her storybook wedding in
2004, celebrared in the 16th-century
Tglesta de Santo Domingo and attended
by & Jet-set crod, “Cartagena was mach
sleepler then There weren't a bot of
infernational visitors” Bur as peace and
prosperity have taken root, thonks largely
to the ongolng swecess of UL, -backed
anti-drug-trafficking efforts, Colombia
has flourished—and Cartagens, its pride
and jow, Iz booming, “1t's become a very
cosmopolitan ety says Echavarria,
whose shop Casa Chigui is a trove of
treasures she's brought back from her
travels through India, Thailand, Mexico,
andd other far-flung destinations, -+



TRAVELS

Fram fop: Tha
ciring roam at the
lashionabds LA
itrola restaurant
Artesarias de
Colombla seils s
hreros wedians,
traditional hats
made of regional
cafia Mectsz grass. A
stroat Imed with
baugainviles-
draped homes

Neww high-rises are shaping the ocean-

fromt 'I"il'-uag;ml:lﬂl.- l'lL"i[:‘,hhl.‘ll'hI:H'lI:I iribdr i
hligmi-like crescent of hotels and con-
da= Within the historic center, restosed
Spanish Colonial mansions with arcaded
courtyards are being fashioned fnto

appealingly intmate boutigue hotels, such

as the gracious Casa San Agustin, the
homey Anands, and Teherassi's seven-
room jewel boo. The latter, Mishann savs,
i “the chicest and most elegant hotel
Cartagena” He s currently collaborating
with Teheraast o & new 43-room prog-
ety wround the corner, slated toopen late
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this vear. Menmwhile, the
original hotel's sleek res-
taurant, Vera, is one of the
best apats in town for high-
end Italian fare,

Indeed, the citys culi-
firy Soene is thriyeng, ad
young expat chefs retuen o
Colonthia tostars thesr own
wentuses, Vera's Daniel
Castafio spent edjght vears in the U8 cook-
ing with Mario Butali and now has several
acc nimed restaunnts in Bogota Tuan
Felipe Camachn, an alumnus of Spain's
rrvnlei- Wi chelin-starred Arzak, runs
Daonjuin, fecused on seafood with an
imaginative twist, while Alejandro
Ramires, o veteran of Gordon Ramsay and
Diansel Boahsd kitchens, helms the farm-
te- tabde Mariza met door. Bogots's Rausch
brothers, proprietars of the Cartagena
senfoad joint Marea by Ravsch—Mishaan
suggests hooking one of the waterfron
tables overlooking the walled city—hanve

alsn opened El Gobernador by Raosch,
in the Bastidn hotel.

The micet soughi-after dinper reserva-
tion in tosvn 15 La Wirola, where Sanim
Dominges Hkes i take wisiting frierds for
meagitres and seafood carpaccin, sur
roanded by mssiclans strumming classe
boleros, “Tt Inoks and feels s if you'ne in
Cuba i the 19408, ke you might run i
Hemingway,!” iivtes Mishaan, also a
frequent diner, “But the ceviche is excel-
lemt everywhers you o offers Sanmto
Darmingn, whin's partkal to La Covicheria.
Frhavarria recomiends doy El
Boliche Cebicheria, whose chef, Crcar
Colmenares, an alum of Michelin-starred
Martin Berasategul 1n :‘.';|.'Ii]iul'|.‘5-li“l'|-'|:'$
ectic cocnit- and amarind-Aawored
spins on the traditional Tme-cured fish.

Afrer dinner evervone in Cansgenn—
from socialites t0 back packers—heads 1o
the up-and-coming Getsermani aren for
late-nlght salsa dancing at Café Havmana
or Quiebra Canto, both favorites of Santo
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- Oom, Right: The lobky
at the Bl Ligend
Eant Clara hotal.

Domirgm and Colombian-borm, Pars-
based fashion designer Esteban Cortdzar
The neighborhood, just bevond the old
city's walls, is rapidly transforming from a
ance-dangermes slum intm & bustling
enclave of artists’ studios, trendy restau-
rants, and hopping bars, “Getsemant has
comie i somuch over the last two years
I coubdr't believe the enerpy there,”

e tEses CorGiar, remermbe ring & réoent
vigit. Adds Fehavarria, “1t's more bahe-
mvian than the odd city, but with the same
incredible archifecture.”

Cartapenn’s retail seene s alse evalving,
The city’s muost wpscale shops ane clustered
near the Charleston Santa Teresa, one of
tw barge hotels buils within former con-
ventsin the historic ity (the other s the
Sofitel Legend Santa Clara), 5t Dom, 2
own-yesr-ald concept store in the vein of
Paris's Colbette; sells a smart mix of fash-
i, desipn objects, books, and jewelry
The inventive women's wear at Silvia
“Teherassi and the playfully patterned
swimsits and hikinis ab Ondadehar
are the height of Cartagena fashion, And
government-owned Artesanias de
Colombin, which has several outlets
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around goven, highlights hand-careed
furniture, wicker baskets, and delieately
painted ceramics, some crfied by
imelipe s ribes, 4T here are faditactic
things tobuy there,” Mishann says.

Cartagena rakes ETCat 'PTHLL' b it
prominence 35 a calburnl destination, with
ammand music, erary, and film festivals
that draw visitors from around the globe,
“The city has a real soul to it says Bogoti
native ansd Manhattan gallery owner
Pomhorn Halrme, Her C:]J'L'EETI-'H- o,
MH Galeria, is the kocal contemparary-
art hub, where well-leeled collectors
from Colombaa and abroad come i see
wirks by international hemrweights
such as Miki de Saint Phalle and Sophia
Sari and rub shoulders with Colomblan
artists like Matalia Arias, Buby Fumae,
and Olga de Amaral_ “All of the art and
culture is part of what makes it such a
magical city,” Cortdzar says

Wit for all ts mesvfound _H:I-|:I|'|i$|.'ic|.|.1.-|n|:|||,
Cartagenn remains s place toenjoy st
pleasures, Locals and wourists alile take to
pper-air cafis—such as Bl Baluarte San
Francisco Javier, set atop the colontal
ramparts—to watch the sun set over the
Carithean Sea, People gather in the packs
and sguares tnsonk up e l‘l‘mmphm ofa
different tirme and place. “Cartagenn has
changed so much” Santo Domingo says.
“Bat in many impoartant ways, it hasm't
changed at pll! —RAUL BARRENBCHE

CARTAGENA
DETAILS

CULTURAL VENUES AND GALLERIES
Musoo Historied de Cartagena oe
Indias Palzcio de la Inquiscian, Plaza de
Balvar: =87 -E-Gd -0 57T e hogod o,
Museo del Oro Zend Carrera 4

#3326, Plaza de Bodhar;

457 E-&E0-0FTE; banmepoutural org.
MH Galeria Callejtn de o5 Estribod,
W57 Sk -DE61; Mhgaleracom

SHOPS

Artaganias de Colombia Camera
A FIN-uis +5TF-B-600-04%35;
artesaniasdocolombda. com oo
Casa Chigui Calle de la Universidad
F38-127T; +57-G-458-5470
casachiquioom

OndadaMar Calke Santa Teresa #3-14;
+57-5-588-523; ondademnarcom.
Eilvia Teherassl Pars Sa0ts Taresa
¥31-11; +57-5-0a4- 540,
gikialemarassLoom

RESTAURANTS AND BARS

El Bakuarts San Francisco Javier
Calle Sap Juan de Oos.
+57-118-530-8802; baligriesl) com
El Balche Cabicheria Calle Cochera dal
Fabe #38-17; «57-5-040-00T4

Café Havana Calle da la Media Luna
comer of Calie de Guemers, +57-314
EE&-J005; Ccafahananacarlagang Com
La Cevicharla Calle Stuark #7-14, 575
&b0-1492; lacevicheriacarbagena com
Donjsdn Calle dal Colegio ¥34-60
Lol 1) 457-6-6a0-3E57
SANPIANCArTage ia SO,

El Gobernadar by Rausch

Calie del Sargenio Mayoe #h-87;
#57-5-315-Th]-TEA2

Marea by Rausch Centro de
Cansercinprog FRa-30d; +57-6-654-
&205; rrEneayTaisch.oam.

paarts Calle gl Colagin S3k-hl, Local T
+ET-E-G40- 51500 maraariagerea oo
Guinbra Cante Calle 34 Meocia Lund
BB #25-100; +57-5-062-1372
muasracanta. corm

La Vitrola Calle Balgco 42-00;
EST-SaR0-071]

HOTELE

Anandd Cafle del Cuarted 83477,

V5T B dbl-40TE rooms from

153/ rght; ANANEaC A AgenaoGm
Casa San Agustin Calle de @
Unhversicad #lo-4a, +57-5-5681-
0000; reams Fram SU0Nmight

Fipt A=A Sana g uETnoam
Charlaston Santa Terasa Fara
Sarta Teresa #31-23; +575-664-
gy racrme from SR mght;
notalcharestongantateras=.oom
Sofitel Legend Santa Clara Cale o
Tormg #39- 29, +57-5-850-5T D), roams
fram E300(nignt; SoRie-|eoard, COAm
Tcharassi Hotel + Spa

Calle dol Sargarts Mayor A6-71;

o 07 B S 4L r OO0 frpm
£1B0fnight; tcherasshoiee.com.
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